Textiles

What is it?

Anything that uses fabrics, yarns or threads.

Why should we do it?
Children will use this as a way to express their ideas visually using soft textiles. It starts in
early years and is a fundamental process for working through ideas and recording them
in a visual way, using a range of textures.. As children choose, place, rearrange, layer, and
compose their image they are making decisions at every step.
Using softer materials to work with slows down the process/ mindful quality of creating
an image. Sewing, weaving, rag rugging and tapestry can be repetitive but also teaches
patience, that its worth investing the time to make a quality piece of work. It can be calm,
quiet tasks that facilitate quality thinking time. Fine motor skills will develop through
practiceTactile and textural quality of the materials and processes.

The origins of textiles in art....
Textile art involves fabric and fibers and includes activities like weaving, embroidery, and sewing. Textile
art may be a rug, a wall hanging, an item of clothing, or even a sculpture made with fabric. Textile art has
a long history. We know that ancient Egyptians made textiles. In China, examples of clothing have been
found dating back thousands of years. But many artists who specialized in textiles are unknown to us
today because their work tended to be used in everyday life (think about things like quilts and coverlets).
We see what they made, but don't always know their names. This is true for early textile art like tapestries.
I

our Goals and
Objectives
Concepts and key
Vocabulary

Pattern, Line,
Colour,
Texture,
Surface
Design,
Scale,
Repeat,
Print, Knit,
Weave, Embroider,
Applique, Sew, Stencil,
Composition, Layers.

Skills
Experimentation,
dexterity and
manipulation,
decision making,
editing,
developing ideas,
confidence,
using equipment
appropriately.
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scope of work
TEXTILES CAN BE USED TO DEVELOP 2D OR
3D WORK TO DEVELOP CREATIVE HABITS.
In this session you can explore:
Felting, needle and wet wool, cords, tassels, plaiting,
finger knitting, wool winding, weaving – paper plate,
withies, card frames, hoops, sequin waste, bike wheels,
wire trellis fences, tie dye, muslin and PVA moulded
into shapes (placed over shapes and left to dry)
fabric paint and crayons flour and water batik,
transfer paints, transfer paper – photocopy, create
stencils.

We want to be Artists to
able to offer
research
support in this Lucienne Day
(woven and printed)
area now!
Julie Arkell
as well)
Creativity: The (sculptural
Tilek Schwarz (contemporary
stitch)
Poppy Treffry
capacity to
(applique)
Imagine,
Gillian Bates (embroidery)
Zandra Rhodes
conceive,
( fashion)
express or
Vivienne Westwood
(fashion designer, activist)
make
William Morris (historical printing, painting, crafts and
something
textiles.)
that was not
there before.
(Definition taken from
Durham Commission on
Creativity and Education.)
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