Painting

What is it?

The practice of applying paint, pigment, color or other medium to a solid surface.

Why should we do it?
Children will use painting as a way to express their ideas visually. It allows children to
freely express themselves and develop their creativity. Children develop increased ability
to physically control the paint as they increase skill in grip, controlled movement or
learning about colour mixing.
exploring a range of mark making tools, using non traditional markmaking tools as welll
as brushes, will give children ownership over their ideas and can be a medium for
sensory and expressive creative engagement.
Children communicate their thoughts either verbally or in the marks they make. Painting
can lead to conversations, which allow the child to lead the narrative and they often
show their feelings through their marks.
A painting session that allows ambiguity offers children the tools and resources develop
skills and build on what they know, scaffolding them to reach their full, individual potential.

The origins of painting in art....
Early humans ground up earth, charcoal, and minerals, and used the colored powders to
create images on cave walls. Sometimes the powders were mixed with saliva or animal fat
to form a fluid, which was blown through reeds, or applied with fingers. It has been
practiced in every culture, around the world and can be thought of as a prime way of
expressive communication.

our Goals and
Objectives
Concepts and key
Vocabulary
Colour, tone, texture,
shape, image, edit,
arrange, place, cover
harden, form, structure,
form, shape, layer,
smooth, detail, design.

Skills
Experimentation,
decision making,
editing, developing
ideas, confidence
using equipment
appropriately.
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scope of work

Materials: Watercolours, acrylic, ready mix, gauache.
Tools: A variety of brushes, with different sizes and shapes,
for mark making with effect.
Non Traditional tools, marbles, forks, wheels -anything!!
Process Art - This kind of painting can be thoughtmore of 'mark
making.' Children, allowed to explore the nature of paint, with some
guidance can really explore the nature of paint as a medium. This could
be done in the early years as much as possible so that the children
deepen their understanding of moving, controlling and mixing paint but
certainly not exclusively to this age group as the practice is valuable for
developing skill. It is a highly expressive activity that allows agency over
ideas and individual narratives to develop.
Colour Mixing - Given plenty of time with paint in the early years
children can learn the outcomes of colour mixing independently. They
ought to have plenty of opportunities to revisit this throughout their
primary education so that they can practice and develop skills and
understanding at their own individual level. Experiments with primary,
secondary colours as well as mixing a variety of shades (colours with
black) as well as tones (colours with white) and tints.
Painting Practice - Inspiration for painting work can come from a wide
variety of sources, from painters, from incredible illustrators that can be
found illustrating children's storybooks to , sharing work of the children
themselves with their peers to share ideas. It is important that
opportunities for a wide range of paints are used, that the scale of
work and tools used are varied and can be revisited often.

Artists to research
We want to be able to offer
support in this area now!
Creativity: The capacity to
Imagine, conceive, express or
make something that was not
there before.
(Definition taken from Durham Commission on Creativity and
Education.)
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Alma Woodsey Thomas (great for playing with
colour mixing, contrast, tones, tints and shades)
Georgia O'keefe (for large scalecolour
blending)
Monet
Jackson Pollock - uses a variety of ways to
apply paint.

