
Try different types of paints, inks or dyes as pigments. 
Test different dilutions.·    

Materials: variety of paints (inks of dyes), water, brushes,
plastic cups, kitchen towel, ice cube trays and a variety of small
plastic containers, white paper of a variety of sizes, digital
camera 
Activity - 
Review of colour theory and mixing methods and then mix a
spectrum of colours by adding paint to small amounts of
water in plastic cups. 

     
Arrange cups of colourful liquid into a variety of patterns. You
can reinforce links to colour wheel and colour theory. Take
photographs of your designs. Remember to think about how
you compose your photograph and what view-point you need
to take (e.g. from above, the side, etc.) Always check that you
don’t have unwanted things in the background!
 
Decant small amounts of the colourful liquids into ice cube
trays and various sized plastic containers, leave a small
amount in each cup too. Place these all in the freezer.·        
Once frozen, empty the different sized/shaped frozen pieces
onto a tray – try building sculptural forms, testing different
compositions of shapes, etc. Act quickly though – your ice will
melt fast! Take photographs to record outcomes.
 
Head outside and arrange the coloured ice pieces onto sheets
of white paper. Play with composing the pieces in different
ways. Try using a tray under some pieces of paper and elevate
one end to allow the melting ice to travel down the paper.
Allow the ice to melt. You can leave some of the pieces
untouched and with others experiment with drawing with the
melting ice. Take photographs at various stages of the melt
down of the coloured ice. Leave the pieces to dry fully.    
 Compare outcomes of the different tests using photographs
and dried ‘melt painting’. Discuss preferences and impact of
tests upon the colour in the final outcomes.
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Topic : Colour
Artist Practitioner - Sue Loughlin
Activity : Mix It!, Freeze It, Test It!

These activities have been created to support creative learning. At a time when
children are spending a lot of time in their home we thought we would look at
exploring colour. Colour mixing underpins work in almost all mediums in art and
skill at this gives children a wider choice and agency over their own work.
 

 
Artist links . Andy Goldsworthy and Luciana Rondolini.
 



Interactive colour theory recap for children
https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/learning-activities/art-design/talking-textiles/the-
colour-wheel/
 
Andy Goldsworthy links and images
https://aesthesiamag.wordpress.com/2017/12/31/andy-goldsworthys-ice-and-snow-ephemeral-
sculptures/
 
https://www.livingyourwildcreativity.com/art-gallery-1-mitchell-1
 
Luciana Rondolini links and images
http://www.lucianarondolini.com/trabajos.php?s=10&t=9https://laughingsquid.com/giant-melting-
popsicle-ice-sculptures/
 
 
 
 

Get started by . . . .
Discuss the work of Andy
Goldsworthy with a focus upon his
ice sculptures and his melting
snowball pictures.
Compare with the Giant Ice Lolly
melting sculptures of Luciana
Rondolini.
Highlight the idea of the ephemeral
in Goldsworthy’s and Rondolini’s
work and how they both use
photography as a permanent
record of their melting art works.
Describe how photographs can be
artworks in their own right!

Test,
explore,
observe,
discover.
What do
you like,
notice
and

wonder?



 
Career Link: sculptor, photographer, visual artist
Vocabulary: measure, mix, pour, pigment, dilution, pattern, composition, spectrum, sample,
shade, hue, blend, construction, sculpture, painting, composition, experimentation, residue,
femoral, melt, freeze, solid, liquid, random, chance, test, abstraction, mark-making,
photography, close-up
Differentiation: The children will meet this at their own level.
Evaluation: At a couple of points through the lesson have a plenary, a mini discussion, where
pupils say again what they like, notice and wonder about each others work. They will get
ideas and inspiration from each other. that will extend their skills. Use the 'Creative Stars'
self evaluation tool to decide which creative habit has been used today.


