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S CHOOL S

A range of Projects by Sue Loughlin

Since joining the TVCLP team in September 2019, I have had the privilege to work with
two of the TVCLP’s primary schools. During my time I have developed a wide range of
activities with the amazing staff and students of these schools. Each of these projects
has provided me with a unique opportunity to collaborate, develop ideas and share
skills with teachers, each of whom have brought their individual approach and enabled
me to learn a vast amount in return. As the adult facilitators of the creative learning
journeys of so many students, we have worked hard to include a breadth of different
approaches, materials and interdisciplinary experiences. Each step has provided its own
set of challenges and opportunities as we have attempted to focus upon process,
experimentation and self expression within every session. In future posts I will go into
greater details about some of my favourite TVCLP experiences, but for now I hope that
you’ll enjoy this brief guide to the projects!



 
The Artist Angie Lewin with Reception and Year One
The focus of this project was mark-making, natural forms and collage. After studying the
work of Angie Lewin, we learned about the language of line and made our lines ‘talk’ and
‘walk’! We experimented with different types of mark making including printmaking with
different objects. We also drew from observation and explored composition using collage
on a small scale as individuals and on a massive scale as a group! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Stone Age with Year Three
In this project we explored the Formal Elements of Art and Design and the evolution of
creativity and visual communication. We did this by comparing the earliest art forms to
the art of different time periods, including contemporary making! We used stencilling
techniques, a broad range of both wet and dry drawing materials, as well as clay. After 
this learning journey, students were able to synthesise different aspects of Stone Age Art
into an expressive mask.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Artist Peter Thorpe with Year Five students
As part of the Year 5 Space topic we researched the work of artist Peter Thorpe who
combines abstract and pop art painting formats within his work. We explored different
types of painting and drawing techniques, mark making and colour mixing before
developing our own response to the artist’s Sci-Fi space art! We also made large scale
group studies of the cosmos inspired by images from the Hubble telescope. 
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The Artist David Hockney with Year Four
By exploring the key urban and rural features of the Tees Valley area, as well as the
different styles employed by the artist David Hockney, we were able to design and
develop our own imaginative paintings. As part of this process we made
‘Middlesbrough Joiners’ - urban collages inspired by Hockney. We also looked at the
beautiful landscape of the North Yorkshire Moors and used this to inform our work.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge Building with KS1 and KS2 students with additional educational needs
We used the stories of ‘Iggy Peck Architect’ and ‘Rosie Revere Engineer’ as inspiration
for our project. By focusing upon key vocabulary, classification, construction and
manipulation skills we developed a range of different bridge designs. We took the
‘Spaghetti Tower Challenge’ and built bridges from spaghetti too! Our tests also
included paper bridges and fantasy bridges modelled from junk.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scientist and Botanist Joseph Banks with Year Two
The focus of this project was observation and collage, inspired by the work of Joseph
Banks. He accompanied Captain Cook on the Endeavour voyage and documented new
botanical findings. We drew and painted natural forms and developed collage skills
using found natural materials. We had fantastic fun creating ‘Smash Art’ prints, by
crushing petals and leaves between two sheets of paper and building our own
Florilegium with our research!



WHAT  L EARN I NG  CAME  F ROM  THE  S E S S I ONS ?

 
The children used a wide range of resources to make art. In studying a
range of artists and art styles they learnt about job roles, built cultural
capital, expresses their individual responses. All of the learning was
relevant and meaningful to the children as it fit with their topic and
built on the prior learning. The children not only learnt great
techniques and skills but found their time creating was especially good
for their health and wellbeing. Engagement was high and the childrens
self and peer evaluations served to build confidence and
communication in the cohort.

CH I L DRENS  L EARN I NG

TEACHERS  L EARN I NG

ART I S T S  L EARN I NG

Understanding the ways the children's creative work can support other
areas of learning and specific to this age group,  how it can
consolidate and extend the learning they have done. 

These lessons gave staff inspiration and confidence to plan further
sessions where the children could use skills in a new context. The fact
that children were expressing their ideas in a new way gave the
teachers insight into their thoughts and insights on the subject. These
were all very individual and the teachers reflected that the children
were on an increasingly 'level playing field' when they offer this type
of creative approach to learning. 

"The children were on a level playing field."
Dormanstown Primary Academy Teacher


