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SPACE AND THE ART OF PETER THORPE

A R T I S T  P R A C T I T I O N E R S  I N
S C H O O L S

A  Project by Sue Loughlin

Perhaps one of my favourite projects during my time with the TVLCP was Space and the art of
Peter Thorpe. This project, to me, epitomised all of the key aspects of the Paul Hamlyn initiative.
The whole process was co-constructed, teacher led and team taught. The project fueled further
creative work and curriculum connections beyond my involvement, securing greater sustainability
for the development of creative processes within the visual arts and beyond.
Team planning, between the two teachers who were going to be delivering the sessions and
myself, took place in the weeks running up to the commencement of the project. Ideas were
shared, knowledge exchanged, resources were planned and procured. It was decided to have all
the Year 5 students, (2 classes - one main stream and another group with additional learning
needs), together in the dining hall in order to run the activities simultaneously with all 40 pupils.
This would mean a good staff to student ratio, a sharing of common goals between the two Year
5 classes.  This also allowed for large scale work to be produced that would not have been
possible in the classroom context. All aspects of the organisation of the space were agreed with
the wonderful kitchen staff, lunchtime supervisors and cleaning team in order to facilitate the use
of the dining hall for the 4 afternoon sessions.



Familiarisation with of Peter Thorpe’s Space
imagery and analysis of the different stylistic
painting elements within his work, i.e. Abstract
Expressionism and Pop Art

Experimenting with media (oil pastel, chalk pastel,
acrylic paint) to understand the language of mark
making and colour in relation to the different
painting styles used by the artist

Analysis of Peter Thorpe’s compositions and
defining of fore, middle and background spaces

Creation of an abstract, expressive, painterly
background in the style of Peter Thorpe

Creation of middle-ground planets via the
exploration of spheres and how these can be
drawn/shaded in order to appear three
dimensional

The exploration of the Pop Art style and Sci-Fi
elements of Thorpes work and the creation of
brightly coloured rocket designs

Finally we pulled all of the elements of this
learning together into a final outcome by
constructing planet and rocket compositions onto
our abstract backgrounds.

Once we had constructed our final pieces, peer
review was undertaken and students had time to
add to and improve their personal outcome in
order to complete them

 
 
 
In order to cover both the learning goals presented
in the school’s knowledge organiser and the
ambitions of the staff for the sessions, a combination
of key activities were designed to develop not only to
promote creative thinking and fundamental art skills,
but also to broaden understanding via acquisition of
vocabulary, making scientific links and extending
ideas into other areas of the curriculum. As always,
the focus of the project was upon process. Each
session and learning activity within each session build
upon prior learning. Students were led sequentially
through each of the key skills and concepts that
would enable them to create a personal and
successful final response. 
 
The process was sequenced as follows:
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Throughout this process the learning from each
session was reviewed and reinforced by the
teacher back in the classroom. This process really
benefited the students and enabled them to take
time to consolidate their thinking and make
further connections to their Space topic. As well as
staff input, students benefited throughout from
opportunities to discuss critically the progression
of their work via self, peer and whole group
assessment. It was clear from the happy
atmosphere and levels of engagement within each
session just how much the students enjoyed these
sessions. All the students found the activities
accessible and learned how to improve upon their
skills and express their own personal ideas and
opinions.
In addition to personal outcomes and as part of
the learning process, we also worked as a team to
produce very large scale ‘Cosmos Studies’. After
discussing the differences between the observable
and the imagined in relation to Space Exploration
and Science Fiction, we reviewed images from the
Hubble Space Telescope and utilised these to
create very large scale chalk and oil pastel
drawings. The students worked, in two groups of
20, from NASA’s Hubble photographs onto rolls
of mounting paper rolled out onto the floor. The
students got a real buzz from working this way,
each contributing to the larger outcome. They
enjoyed the freedoms afforded by the scale and
situation and were able to effectively employ the
skills they had previously practiced on a small
scale whilst acquainting themselves with the
media.
The feedback from both staff and students was
fantastic and everyone really enjoyed the whole
process. It was wonderful to hear that once the
project was concluded, a large display of the
students' work was created in the dining hall
where the project had taken place!
 
 

"

"
by Sue Loughlin



M A R K  M A K I N G  E X P E R I M E N T S
 



S K E T C H B O O K  E X A M P L E S
 



A B S T R A C T  B A C K G R O U N G  E X A M P L E S
 



F I N A L  O U T C O M E  E X A M P L E S
 

These are some of the finished artworks.

All of the children learnt a lot of skill and technique.

Whilst all doing the same
work, the schildrens art
was all very different.
There was amazing,

quality opportunity for
peer asessment to
recognise that too. 


