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 Drawing and painting studies leading to felt
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"  I worked at Wilton School last year with
all the different year groups on a project
to create a variety of textile bags to
plant flowers and herbs and to hang
outside in their covered pergola area.
We had linked the artwork to the
School’s ‘Wilton Wows’ challenges where
one of them was to create a piece of
outdoor artwork. The school was also
keen to create a piece of artwork that
the children could engage with and we
thought the planter display would be
ideal as the children could water the
plants and look after them during lunch
times.
I worked with the different classes and
each group used a different textile
technique to make their bag. With the
year 3 & 4 class we explored hand and
machine felting. To kick off the project I
challenged the class to do some
observational drawing using real flowers
as inspiration. The aim was to get the
children looking carefully and in detail at
the flowers and to draw what was really
in front of them rather than an
imaginary flower. They handled this task
very well and we had some wonderful
drawings.  To add colour the children
used brush pens which are easily blended
with water and I think it’s safe to say
that they absolutely loved them! The
pens are great for blending colours and
give a nice watercolour feel. 
Following on from this task the children
then experimented with wet felting. I
wanted to offer
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"  the children a chance to use the wet felting
method to make a flat piece of felt and then
to add the floral detail using a needle felting
approach. We had a fabulous discussion
about the materials that we were using and
talked about wool and where it comes from
and the process of cleaning and dying it
ready to use in felting. After a demonstration
of how to make the wet felted piece the
children were very keen to get going. In terms
of tools and equipment I simply used sheets
of bubble wrap as a base and this gives a
textured surface and helpt give the friction
required to matt the wool fibres together.
Each child had a wooden dowel and rolled
this back and forth to add pressure and
manipulate the fibres. I used a simple solution
of washing up liquid and warm water in a
spray bottle to help the children open up the
scales of the wool fibres. This process is very
tactile and hand-on and the children enjoyed
using the sticks and also their hands to rub
and roll the fibres and magically start to see
them lock and matt together. We put the
pieces of felt outside to dry in the sunshine
and came back to them the following week.
The next step of the process was to use the
felt as a base to add detail onto. We came
back to the beautiful observational drawings
that the children had created and used these
as inspiration to work from. I showed them
how to use the special felting needles safely
to needle felt a design and they were
desperate to get started. They were
encouraged to select coloured fibres carefully
and blend them together to create new and
interesting shades. The children became really
involved in their work and tried really hard to
add as much detail as possible. The results
were great and the drawings looked amazing,
presented onboards next to the original
drawings.
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