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Year 3 class’s topic of “Gods and Mortals” was the starting point for this 4 week
project.  We agreed to have a look at how we could  use the project in a cross
curricular way, developing the direction of growth mind set and linking an Art
Project in with their literacy project.  The teacher had expressed that she would

like to add to her skills and gain confidence in using acrylics, mixing colours, brush
control and delivering successful painting sessions. 

Prior to my arrival it was agreed that
the teacher would deliver a literacy

session, introducing gods and mortals
and look at the

qualities/powers/strengths that they
had and develop language to

describe them. So when I arrived they
already had some background

knowledge and they were ready to
begin digging deep into their

imaginations to design their own God
or Goddess. The children created
visual maps of themselves as a
god/goddess displaying all their
superpowers and strengths. They

annotated their work using
descriptive language from their

literacy session.
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I had encouraged the children to bring in an old t-shirt from home to use as a
painting apron and asked if they could bring one with an image in it. This was in
preparation to look at how many different images there were and the printing

techniques that were used in industry today. The children realised that the role of
artists isn’t just about painting and photos in galleries and that they play a huge

role in designing clothing, bedding, etc. 



In week two I supported the children to transfer their
images onto A4 size pieces of white cotton cloth and I

introduced different types of paints that can be used when
painting on textiles. We got some of the acrylics out and

had a go at mixing colours, blending dark and light areas,
layering paint, texturing paint and trying out different

brush techniques. 
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In Week 3 the children were ready to paint. Some children
had done some research on acrylic paint and shared this

with the class. The children helped set the room out,
putting table coverings on, dishing out the paint, water

pots, etc. just as they would if they had their own studios.
They painted their first layer of acrylics and set them aside
to dry for the following week. The children helped with the
process of clearing and cleaning their tables ready for the
next lesson. We discussed how nice it would be to have a
specialist art room with art tables and resources, drying

spaces, aprons, etc. all at hand. 
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Week 4 the children set out their tables with all the equipment
needed and painted textures, patterns, borders, etc. It was

noted how much care they were taking over their work and it
really showed. 

The bunting was left to dry and then sewn together in a long
strip to create a wonderful hanging gallery to display in the
outdoor learning zone……their characters have really come

alive and the pupils were ready to further discover
imaginative stories and myths… they are all absolute legends.  


