
BRINGING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER

These activities have been created to support creative
learning. At a time when children may be working from
home OR school these activities have been designed to
create art installations that are aimed at connecting
classes, reaching out to ALL pupils. 
Hopefully this can help to address the issue of the class
working independently but collaboratively at the same
time, to help the children feel they are still part of the
class and the school community. Creating collaborative
art brings out the individual responses of each participant
and when brought together as whole image in a shared
display then everyone gains from a real sense of
belonging. Pupils of all ages and abilities can participate
in these ideas as well as the wider school community. Staff
and families could be invited to take participate. 

 

DESIGN AND CREATE

INSPIRATION
You can spend hours watching a spider spin a web,  absolutely
fascinated by the artistry of the spiralling patterns, connectives and
anchor points that form. 
What does our web look like?
The World Wide Web is a huge complex information system on the
internet which allows documents to be connected to other documents by
hyper links, enabling the user to search for information by moving from
one document to another. It connects so many of us and it’s a very huge
complex web or many things and I often think it would be crazy to try
and map it out and impossible to draw it, but maybe we can draw our
own web? 

Let’s look at spider webs and study how they are formed. draw and
sketch to help you collect ideas.

Links - A spider making a web
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNtSAQHNONo
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Topic : COLLABORATIVE ART - Our World Web
Artist Practitioner–Bub Bacon 
Activity : Drawing

 
Choice
Create

Connect
Collaborate
Community

 

Individual art work is created, customizing their own image, choosing colours, patterns,
images that are in their own unique style and is meaningful to them.
It is then brought together to assemble to create a striking collaborative art installation to
display on a wall in school.
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The spider chooses where to make a strong connection points and lays down threads to
construct a solid strong base for its web. It's constantly reaching out, adapting to the
environment to enable the unique shape. Although the spiders aim is to make the web
strong, some of the connecting threads do become weak and break, yet it remains on full
alert and knows exactly where the repairs are needed.  The survival of the web is down to
its constant changing of direction, knitting patterns, reflecting on the shape and making
adaptions by moving in the smallest of directions. This is just like our creative process.

Some webs are extremely intricate. Most people assume that the design is purely functional,
but this is not always the case. Some spiders, particularly the large family known as orb
weavers, actively decorate their webs with extra silk designs known stabilimenta. The name
“stabilimenta” represents the bias of early researchers who assumed that these structures
were structural, but the absence of stabilimenta in the webs of nocturnal spiders strongly
suggests that these structures are designed to be seen. So building webs that are designed
to actively attract insect prey, not just trap the unlucky. Spiderwebs are shiny for a reason.
Many spiders actually replace their entire web every single day. Larger webs cost the spider
more energy to produce, which really adds up with each rebuild. Spiders are persistent and
disciplined!

Some calm instrumental music.
Pen or pencil
Paper

 
You will need the following:

To start with let’s look at where our anchor points of our web are, think about the places and
people that make us feel safe, solid, grounded. 

The places that you have come from.
The places where you are going.
The places you belong.
The places that bring you a feeling of joy and hope. 
Think about your home, your bedroom, the garden, maybe you have a den, school, library, park,
other peoples homes.
Your hobby classes, favourite holiday destinations or special places you go for days out. 

Think about how you get to and from to those places and the journey it involves, is it a straight
path, a bumpy windy road, where there any obstacles, how does that look if you draw the line to get
there, are there cross over points, there might even be some places that you haven’t reached yet or
that you have had to change direction.
While you are drawing, think about what friendships you have created on each of those journeys
and places. You may add symbols, words or drawings.
This is your web, your map, share the wisdom of your web.

LINKS
You may want to link another subject area to this, it links well with geography and maths. 
 PSHCE - When drawing a web, it helps you realise that you are supported and connected. 

Artist links: Tomas Saraceno https://studiotomassaraceno.org/algo-rhiythms-esther-schipper/

 
 



Vocabulary: connect, craft, refine, develop

Differentiation: The children will meet this at their own level.

Evaluation: At a couple of points through the lesson have a plenary, a mini discussion, where
pupils say again what they like, notice and wonder about each others work. They will get
ideas and inspiration from each other. that will extend their skills. Use the 'Creative Stars'
self evaluation tool to decide which creative habit has been used today.

Career Link:  

This type of work could
develop personal
creative style as an
artist. Could link to
architecture, product
design, computer
animated design.
There’s also a strong
link to metacognition, 
 especially the learning
to connect ideas
element. This develops
thinking skills, memory,
logic, connection. The
maps will be
developmental, under
constant review, The
children will use
discipline to continually
review, modify, reflect
and improve  their work,
allowing it to evolve.

Literacy Link - Anansi the Spider (Myths) there are so many different versions from around
the world, here’s a link to a fantastic animation.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=G0dsjv9c5MU

 
 

How have you been creative? 

Symbols


