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April
Noelle, our Grant Manager from Paul Hamlyn Foundation, came to Brambles Academy for a
meeting with all partners oof Tees Valley Creative Learning Partnership.
She went on to visit a variety of school settings, Bankfields, Discovery and Brambles. 
During the visit we looked into the project at depth, talking with the LAP's further visits to The
Northern School of Art and finally at MIMA. 

Noelle Gilbert Vsits the Project 

Meetings with School Leads

In early April there was opportunity to have meetings with all of the school leaders in their own
settings, talk to some of the teachers there and identify the strengths weakness' opportunities and
also some challenges that the project has brought too. 

Lead Artist Practitioners Visit New Settings
In early April there was opportunity to have meetings with all of the school leaders in their own
settings, talk to some of the teachers there and identify the strengths weakness' opportunities and
also some challenges that the project has brought too. 

All partners attended a steering group meeting at Brambles on 26.4.19

Meetings
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MAY
 Sara Calgie and Janet Barker (LAP's ) and Sara Morris (AP) attended a lecture at Durham
University Business School about Creativity and Creative Thinking. The Lectures, led by The
Durham Commission 's Simon James,  invited Bill Lucas to talk about this subject and it was very
informative, reassuring the LAP's that they were aligned with current research and had a good
understanding of the research.

Creativity and Creative Thinking Lectures at Durham University

Meetings with The Northern School of Art in Advance of Exhibition.
In early April LAP's met with Liam Bradley to plan the exhibition space for all 9 schools in the
project to display work from the first year of the project. Space was allocated and requests sent to
the schools as well as their Artist Practitioners to submit appropriate work for the event. Invitations
were distributed to our wider creative networks for a Launch Night, by invitation.

Lead Artist Practitioners hold a Cohort Training Session
A cohort session was held for all of the school leads and a teacher from their setting. The focus of
this was to:
This was an enquiry day for the entire programme.  We explored what was working well, where
challenges are, and how we could most effectively drive  projects forward from this point.

We aimed to build greater confidence and knowledge about formative evaluation and the
iimportance of using emerging evidence, both to enrich the CPDL and to drive forward key project
aims . Also we looked at how to communicate them effectively within, and beyond, the project.
Throughout the day, we were asking not only what was happening but what schools are observing
and gathering, by way of evidence that makes them think this.
There was further explanation about CUREE, who are supporting the evaluation, leading the
formative evaluation across the programme building on our local evidence and also helping to
identify, surface and make use of evidence to help schools take their project forward. This had a
thorough explanation for all parties.

Meeting for Steering Group -23.5.19
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JUNE
Meeting with Steering Group - 10.6.19

The Northern School of Art in Advance of Exhibition.

The Exhibition of creative work from all of the nine schools in the cohort commenced in June with
an openng night on the 13th. It was really well attended on the night by artists, teachers, school
leads as well as pupils and their parents. There was some really posative feedback from the night
and many of the schools took photographs of the exhibition, made displays in their own settings so
the celebration of work was shared wider to parents and pupils. It even insoired one school to host
their own end of term Art Gallery for their own school and three others in their trust! 
It was really wonderful to be supported in this way, by The Northern School of Art,  and we felt it
generally raises the value of arts in primary schools. 
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JUNE
Cohort Day for Teachers and LAP's in London

The partnership was given the opportunity
to invite three teachers to come along  from
different schools in our project. This was a
valuable chance for our cohort groups and
teachers to look ahead into the second year
of your projects. The day was a sharing day,
that provoked much thought about what
we had achieved. This thinking was
prompted by a few teachers who took part
in the previous pilot projects, who shared
their experiences.  It gave us a real insight
into the process and trust that we were
indeed, on the right track ourselves. 

Individual Feedback Sessions for Artist Practitioners and LAP's.
The Artist Practitioners were all asked to come for individual consultations with the LAP's.
This gave us an opportunity for them to be heard in an extended session and for them to be
really honest and open with us regarding the Strengths, weakness' and opportunities for the
project, as well as their own next steps for development. These also helped us form our
individual reports for each school. 

LAP's End of Year session with CUREE

The LAP"s had an extensive meeting with Curee, who are supporting the evaluation, to
provide an overview of the process  we have extablished for the whole project. In a lengthy
and involved questionaire with Paige Johns, CuREE, Jan and Sara were releived and proud
to be reassured that we were very much on the right track at the end of the first year of the
project. The evaluation process is appropriate and robust, and it was good to have the
reassurance of this organisation.
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Cohort Day for Teachers, Artists and LAP's.

Individual Feedback Sessions for Schools and LAP's.

All parties were asked to attend a session so
that the AP's and the teachers could all be
informed of the plans for the second year of
the project as well as have an opportunity
to plan for the next phase. All the schools
were informed of the chosen artists for their
schools and there was time to make new
introductions, plans for the next phase and
set dates for the delivery. All of the dates for
the sessions in school, for CPDL opportunities
as well as next meetings are now set in
anticipation of Year 2.

The LAP"s had an extensive meeting with individual schools to identify the aims for year 2.

JULY

Exhibition of Project Work in Hill Street Centre, Middlesbrough
A new exhibition of pupil's visual art, created by all nine
schools in the project led by Tees Valley Education, has
been displayed in Middlesbrough's new creative space
'Brilliantly Boro' in the heart of the town.  Creative
Factory was set up by Middlesbrough Council to
facilitate and strengthen creative opportunities  as part of
their wider 'Middlesbrough’s Great Place Tees Valley'
project. The brand new hub in the Hill Street Centre,
Middlesbrough opened with the exhibition, which is on
for the whole of July. 
It is the first display offered in this brand new space.


